“He Is Supposed To Be A Christian?”
Jarrod Jacobs
 

    A young boy sees the actions of another young person at play and makes the observation, “He is supposed to be a Christian?” A young lady hears the words of an older lady in a check-out line and thinks, “She is supposed to be a Christian?” The actions and words of a congregation in town are observed by their neighbors. Those watching collectively wonder, “Is this group supposed to be made up of Christians?”
 

    What do the above situations have in common? 1) The people above recognize that there is behavior which is fitting for those claiming to be Christians, and behavior which is not fitting. 2) Those claiming to be Christians seemed deficient in the eyes of those beholding them. While it is true some can be ultra-critical toward Christians, my observation has been that more than likely, those “Christians” in question were observed acting like the world instead of like Christ.
 
A Higher Standard
    Those who are Christians need to remember that Christians are held to a higher standard than the world. This is evident in Scripture (Col. 3:17; Jn. 13:34-35), and men recognize it as well. If we are God’s people as we say we are, then let’s act like it! Ephesians 5:3 says we need to act “as becometh saints” (KJV) or “as is proper among saints” (ESV)! Yes, we are held to a higher standard, and the world knows it. Therefore, when we claim to be a Christian, but act like the world, the world responds, “He claims to be a Christian? How can this be? He is acting like us!” Shame on us when the world cannot tell that we are a “peculiar people, zealous of good works” (Titus 2:14); the very character that Christ wants Christians to be! We are called to a higher standard.
 
A Righteous Example
    When Christians are around, we ought to see righteous examples. Timothy was told, “… be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity”(I Tim. 4:12). This statement covers all aspects of one’s life. Whether in word or deed, our example ought to shine forth as righteous. Jesus said it this way: “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 5:16).
 

    In thinking about “lights”, the apostle Paul adds to our study. He wrote, “Do all things without murmurings and disputings: That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world” (Phil. 2:14-15).
 
A Genuine Example
    We are aware that some people act one way while in public and another way at home.  Folks who see this “transformation” no doubt ask, “Are  they supposed to be Christians?” A Christian is genuine. He does not act one way when among certain people, and another way when around a different group of people. Peter was confronted for such behavior (Gal. 2:11-13). It must not be in our lives, either.
 

    Jesus condemned the hypocrisy of the Pharisees, who “bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men’s shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers” (Matt. 23:4). In other words, they said the right thing, but would not do it. In like manner, when people see us, may they see people who are striving to do and say the right things. May our hearts be in it. May we be genuine people who are following the Lord with pure motives. Believe it or not, while no one can “read minds,” pure motives still shine through in our actions and words. Your children, your spouse, your close friends, etc., know whether or not you are sincere! What kind of an example are we setting before them?
 
Conclusion
    Be mindful of your example. When people look at you, will they walk away asking, “Is he/she supposed to be a Christian with that mouth?” Or, “Why is he/she acting like that, he/she is supposed to be a Christian?” Our influence is felt in untold ways. It is even felt after we have left this earth (I Tim. 5:24-25; Rev. 14:13). Therefore, let us be mindful of not only how we live, but how we leave this earth! Some have had a good name (Prov. 22:1) for years, but then ruined and wrecked their reputation as they neared the end of life’s journey. Our example is important. May people see us and know we are Christians!
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