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    I am sure almost all of our dear readers have heard about certain “dumb warnings” that are placed within product manuals, tags, etc., for the protection of the manufacturer. Some might have read about the warning which came with a particular radio which said not to use the radio while taking a shower! Other warnings have been placed upon various appliances which seems ridiculous to the one reading them. It sounds ridiculous because many of the warnings are of such a nature that common sense tells one not to do it. My wife’s hairdryer has a warning tag which states among other things: “Do not use while bathing”. My son’s shampoo has a warning on the back which says: “For external use only”. (!!) In the weedeater manual I have, there are 5-6 pages of warnings. Some warnings include the following: 1) “If the rotating cutting tool comes in contact with your body, it will cut you.” 2) “If you get tired while operating ... take a break.” 3) To reduce risk of burns do not touch muffler or other parts while they are hot.”
 

    This practice has bled over into our legislative process as well. There are rules on almost every aspect of life. What is amusing is to consider the fact that many such “dumb rules”, are so specific. One rule in Okanogan, WA, says it is illegal to read the Sunday paper sitting on a rocking chair on the front porch while church services are in session. Another rule from Kidderville, NH (no joke) says that local citizens may not stick out their tongues at a dog on the way to church. Why such rules and warnings? Why do manufacturers and legislators make such specific rules for us? Let us consider a few things that such “dumb” rules and warnings teach us, and then make some spiritual applications.
 

    1) For such rules/warnings to exist means someone either did it, or at least attempted it at some point! Do not be fooled! I am sure there were people at some point who have either attempted or succeeded in drinking shampoo, or blow drying their hair while bathing, etc. I am sure someone had to have stuck their tongue out at a dog on the way to church, and someone didn’t like it. Thus, the very specific rule in New Hampshire. People are likely to do anything if given the opportunity.
 

    2) For such rules/warnings to exist  means someone thought it best that no one else do it! Obviously, some of the warnings we read were for the purpose of protecting people from dangerous circumstances. It is best not to touch a hot muffler. It is best not to be reading the paper while church services are going on, but to be worshipping God, is it not (Heb 10:25; Jn. 4:24)?
 

    3) For such rules/warnings to exist means someone is protecting his/her own interests. In a society so willing to blame someone else for their mistakes, manufacturers try to protect their interests by telling people as many unauthorized uses of their product as they can in order prevent lawsuits from those who might take advantage of them.
 

    Perhaps one does not see a connection between such rules/warnings and our souls. However, there are a few connections we ought to consider.
 

God Has Warned Us
    Just as manufacturers, and legislators can point to their rules and show that men have been warned, so can God. On the day of Judgment, there will be no one who can say to God that they were not warned, or had no access to His will. We can spend time in God’s word and read warnings concerning what will happen to those who “know not God and obey not the gospel” (II Thess. 1:8). We also are warned of the consequences if we do not believe in Christ (Jn. 8:24; Mk. 16:16b), and if we do not repent of our sins (Lk. 13:3, 5). God has warned,“Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts” (Heb. 3:15), and told us “now is the day of salvation” (II Cor. 6:2). We have been told that there is a day of Judgment in which “every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God” (Rom. 14:11). At that time, “every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad”(II Cor. 5:10). We have no promise of tomorrow, but we have been warned.
 

Man Cannot Rule Himself
    Jeremiah declared, “O LORD, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps” (Jer. 10:23). If man cannot be trusted with a hairdryer, or shampoo, or sticking his tongue out at a dog, what chance does he have of making it to Heaven on his own? Let us follow God’s “rulebook” (II Tim. 3:16-17; I Pet. 4:11) in order to see Heaven together one day.
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