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    In a time when people are encouraged to do “as they please,” and to worship God in whatever manner they see fit; does the worship we offer have an effect on our salvation? Could my worship keep me from an eternal home in Heaven? Is the worship I offer so important that I could spend an eternity in Hell for “vain” worship (Matt. 15:8-9)? Does God even care about how I worship Him? The answers will vary when we ask men these questions. Let us see what the Bible says about God’s attitude toward my worship.
 
Cain And Abel
    Early in the book of Genesis, we read about two young men who were worshipping God (Gen. 4:1-5).  Once they had finished, we read that God “had respect” for Abel’s offering, but did not have “respect” for Cain’s offering (Gen. 4:4-5). Yes, God was concerned even back then with how the worship to Him was done. In this case, we see that one was accepted and the other wasn’t. In Hebrews 11:4, the Bible says Abel’s offering was “by faith.” How was it “by faith”? Since faith comes through hearing God’s word (Rom. 10:17), then we understand that Abel’s offering was “by faith” because he did what God said. Cain did not do this and his offering was rejected. Friends, if God does not care about “how” we worship, and just wants us to do it in “our own way,” then why did God accept Abel’s worship and reject Cain’s?
 
Malachi’s Prophecy
    The last book of the Old Testament, Malachi, spends considerable space in the first chapter addressing the subject of worship. In Malachi  one, God condemned them for not honoring Him (v. 6) by offering “polluted bread” (v. 7), and offering “the blind,” “lame and sick” as sacrifices to Him (v. 8). If we have wondered if God is concerned about worship to Him, notice that He continues by saying someone might as well “shut the doors” to the Temple if they are going to act this way. He was not going to accept their sacrifices (Mal. 1:10).
    After reading these verses, some might wish to say that this was merely an “Old Testament” attitude, and not seen in the New Testament. Is this the case? What do we learn about worship when we look into the New Covenant?
 
John Chapter Four
    This chapter records Jesus’ meeting with the Samaritan woman at the well of Jacob. After talking about “living water,” and her husbands, the Samaritan woman said “I perceive you are a prophet,” and wanted to challenge Jesus about where one worshiped. She told Jesus, “Our fathers worshipped in this mountain (Mt. Gerizim, JJ); and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship” (Jn. 4:20). She gives the impression that it does not matter how one worships. In essence, she was saying, “You worship in Jerusalem, and we worship at Mt. Gerizim, what is the difference?”
    Jesus tells her that it does matter, because at this point, “salvation is of the Jews” (Jn. 4:22). Jesus had no problem stating what a lot of my brethren won’t state, and that is that she was in error, and that there was only one way accepted with God. He also goes on to say that there will soon be a change. True worshippers will no longer have to go to Jerusalem to worship God. Jesus said, “Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews. But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth” (John 4:22-24). Obviously, there is a difference in how one worships. The true worshippers will worship God in spirit and in truth, all others will not.
 
“In Spirit And In Truth”
    What did Jesus mean when He said, “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth” (Jn. 4:24)? These words have significant meaning, and must be understood if we wish to please God with our worship. To begin, notice Jesus uses the word “must.” “Must” is a strong word. It means there is no circumventing what is being said or commanded. We have no exceptions because it must be this way, or it will not occur. To acceptably worship God, it MUST be done “in spirit and in truth.”
    The word “in”, means “in connection with”. Jesus was saying that we must worship God in connection with the spirit, and in connection with the truth. What is the “spirit”? It has to do with attitude and with those things related to the spiritual realm. Jesus is commanding us to be focused on spiritual matters, not physical. The apostle Paul wrote, “For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost” (Rom. 14:17). That is why this church does not have pie suppers, bingo, etc.!! The church and its worship is not to cater to the physical needs, but the spiritual. We have another responsibility. That is to worship “in connection with the truth.” What is the “truth”? Let Jesus answer, “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth” (Jn. 17:17). Therefore, in order for our worship to be acceptable to God, we must worship with our focus on things spiritual, and worship in connection with what the Bible says! To try to deviate from this pattern is to engage in “vain worship” (Matt. 15:8-9) and jeopardize our souls!
 
I Corinthians 11:20-30
    A prime example of a time in which folks were corrected for not worshipping in a correct way is found in I Corinthians 11:20-30. Here, the apostle Paul rebukes the Corinthians for not partaking of the Lord’s Supper as they should. He makes it clear that he is not speaking from his own will or whim, but that the things he is saying are from the Lord (v. 23). He appeals to the right authority, doesn’t he? This is not Paul’s opinion, but a matter of doctrine, for the Lord told him what to say to the Corinthian brethren. He then proceeded to correct these brethren for their unfaithfulness in taking the Lord’s Supper. They did not respect the memorial Christ had instituted, and Paul condemned them for this. Here, the apostle Paul tells these men and women that if they continue in their error and do not partake of the Lord’s Supper in a worthy manner, they are guilty of the body and blood of Christ and are eating and drinking damnation to themselves (I Cor. 11:27, 29). Does this sound like it does not matter how we worship? Does this sound like our partaking of the Lord's Supper will not effect our eternal salvation? Paul ends this section by telling the Corinthians that some of them are weak as a result of their unfaithfulness, while others sleep (spiritually dead while they live, I Cor. 11:30).
 
Conclusion
    Yes, the worship we offer must please God, else we stand to lose our home in Heaven. It is that serious! God has always been specific as to what was necessary to please Him in worship, and today it is no different. Look in the New Testament, and see what we are to do in our worship (Jn. 4:24; Acts 2:42, 20:7; Eph. 5:19; I Cor. 16:1-2; etc.). Now that we know what God expects in worship, and the need for taking it seriously, do we respect the Lord’s commands to worship Him “in spirit and in truth”? Shame on those who try to belittle the worship. Shame on those who say we can worship “as we please” leaving the impression that anything we do will please God. It is just not so.
 

 

       “I wonder if any of us has ever realized what it is to commit sin. I believe that I would esteem above every other gift that could be bestowed upon me as a preacher, the power to adequately conceive what sin is, and to adequately set it before the people. A number of times in my ministrations, I have prepared sermons designed to set forth the enormity of sin; but I have every time felt that I made a failure. I found, I thought, two causes of the failure: first, a want of realization in my own soul of the enormity of it; and second, inability to gather up such words and such figures of speech, as would, with anything like adequacy, set it forth before my hearers. The pleasures of sin have blinded our eyes to its enormity. So I have come to the conclusion, after a great deal of reflection, and a great deal of mental effort, that about the only correct gauge we have with which to measure the enormity or heinousness of sin, is the punishment that God has decreed against it. God is infinite in all His attributes; infinite in mercy, in love, in compassion; and when we find the punishment that such a God as that was constrained, by the justice that also characterizes him, to enact against sin, I think we shall be better able to form an idea of its enormity than we can from any other view of the matter. This is the reason why, in announcing the subject of the present discourse, I named it, ‘Sin and its Punishment.’”
(McGarvey’s Sermons – J. W. McGarvey – June 11, 1893)
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