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    A man got out of bed one morning and went outside to get the paper. The neighbors who saw him could not believe their eyes. The man had nothing on but his underwear! In his haste, he had apparently forgotten to put on his robe before leaving the house. So there he was, sporting nothing but a pair of Hanes and house slippers, and a red face to match.
 
    This fictitious story is a sad reality this time of year. There are many people walking around in their underwear in public at swimming pools and beaches. The only difference is the name of the clothing has been changed from underwear to swimwear. And instead of frowning at the thought of being seen half-naked, people given to immodesty find it liberating to wear such attire. There are even Christians who think it is okay to wear bikinis in public. Is it even possible for those professing godliness (1 Tim. 2:10)?
 
    When Adam and Eve discovered their nakedness and tried to hide it with fig leaves, they were still considered inappropriate to God, who made more clothes for them to wear (Gen. 3:21). This illustrates well the fact that man’s standard of modesty often differs from God’s. He expects us to avoid things that promote the exposure of the flesh, whether it is in wearing things too skimpy or too tight. A Christian is not to be given to lewdness and lascivious behavior (Rom. 13:13). This can definitely be accomplished through the way we dress…and undress in public. A prostitute dresses in a special way when advertising her body (Prov. 7:10). This same motive is seen by many in water parks and beaches. They may not be advertising their bodies for money, but they advertise their bodies for sexual attention nonetheless. This is lewdness. Shame on them. And shame on those who can take their family to such places and act like it won’t have an effect on them. People in underwear are always going to get attention!
 
Editor’s Note:
    What an appropriate and timely article! It seems this time of year in America offers folks an “excuse” for being naked in public. In truth, we ought to wear modest clothing all year long regardless of the weather conditions. (I Tim. 2:9-10)
 

    When we consider our clothing, let us bear in mind that our clothes reflect what is in our hearts. Peter said so when he wrote to the Christians and said, “Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price” (I Pet. 3:3-4). A harlot wears the attire she does (Prov. 7:10) because it reflects her heart. So also, the modest woman or man who is trying to do what the Lord says will be wearing clothing which reflects their heart. What kind of clothes do we wear this time of year? Be honest!
 

    Someone says, “This is the time of year when it is hot, and I need to wear less clothes in order to stay cool.” It has not escaped my notice that often times those in middle eastern countries, where temperatures are normally well over 100 degrees, wear long robes and dress in layers. Why is this? Didn’t they know they were going to get hot when it hit 120 degrees? Let’s be honest. When people are wearing skimpy outfits; when folks are basically wearing their underwear outside for the world to see, this is not due to “global warming”!
 

    Let us remember what the Lord had to say. From the beginning, God has dressed His people. It began in Genesis 3:21. Before this time, man and woman were “naked” (Gen. 2:25, 3:10). Since that day in the Garden, God clothed His people, and has expected folks to be clothed in a modest way.
 

    Also, is what we are wearing conducive to pure thoughts (Matt. 5:28)? (Yes, we recognize some folks would lust after another if they were wearing a burqa.) Are we wearing clothes that accentuate our figure, or reveal our body in ways that are forbidden by God?
 

    If we are Christians who have pledged our lives to God, and who say we are His slaves (Rom. 12:1-2), does it not also follow that we are to dress in a way which pleases the Lord? This has nothing to do with “style,” but about “the hidden man of the heart” that is revealed when we wear certain things, or when we go out in various states of undress before the people. It is time to apply II Corinthians 13:5 when we talk about immodest dress!
