“Christ Changes Us”
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    In reading the gospel records of Christ’s life on earth, I can’t help but be impressed with how Christ changed people’s lives. For example, when Christ called those who were to be His apostles, He told some fishermen: “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men” (Matt. 4:19-21). He later would even turn the fishermen into mountain-climbers (Matt. 17:1)! On another occasion, Jesus met a man possessed with devils, and changed him from one who “wore no clothes, neither abode in any house, but in the tombs …. he was kept bound with chains and in fetters; and he brake the bands”, to “sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind” (Lk. 8:27, 29, 35). What a change! In addition to this, we could take note of the fact that when Christ went to a funeral, He ended up raising the dead (Lk. 7:11-16; Mk. 5:41-42;  Jn. 11:43-44; etc.)! Yes, there was a definite change in those folks!
 

    Later on in the first century, we see that people continued to be changed when they heard and obeyed the words of Christ. For example, we read that the some among the Corinthian Christians had been “fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, effeminate, abusers of themselves with mankind, thieves, covetous, drunkards, revilers, and extortioners” (I Cor. 6:9-10). What happened to these folks? They heard the gospel message, they believed it and obeyed it (Acts 18:1-8; I Cor. 6:11)! Christ changed them! In the book of Acts, we also read about the conversion of the Ephesians (19:1-7). They were also changed; and what a change! They were changed from “dead” to “living” (Eph. 2:1)! Note the degree of the change in their lives: “At that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ” (Eph. 2:12-13). Again, what a change had taken place in their lives! This change came about as a result of Christ.
 

    In truth, “change” is the very essence of repentance (A change of mind that results in a change of life)! Christ called for men to repent while He was on earth (Matt. 4:17; Lk. 13:3). Too, when the apostles took the gospel to the world, they demanded men repent (Acts 2:38, 3:19, 17:30,  19:19, 26:20). Regardless of their background, they needed to repent when they came in contact with the words of Christ.
 

    It is no different today. When we are willing to follow the word of Christ, it will change us as well. The question is whether or not we wish to be changed! Some people do not want to be changed and come out of sin. They want to remain where they are. This is a grave error if we are satisfied to stay in our sin and never change.
 

    Yet, if we will be Christ’s He demands that we change! We need to repent. We must repent of our sins in order to be saved from past sins (Acts 2:38). Yet, it does not end there, for we must continue to change, to grow, and to mold ourselves in the image of Christ. The apostle Paul writes this to the Roman Christians: “be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed …” (Rom. 12:2).
 

    “Change” can be difficult for those who are “set in their ways.” Yet, Christ changes us, and it is a change for the better! We will be better in many areas of life when we accept what the Lord has said and follow Him (Col. 3:17; I Pet. 4:11) instead of following our own ideas as to how best to run our lives.
Editor’s Note: The following is a bulletin article from Standing Firm in Beaver Dam, KY (Vol. 40, No. 12). Bro. Thomas hit the nail on the head, and his words need to be published again and again. After reading his words, let us examine ourselves, and see whether or not we are like those in Malachi’s day (1:13a) who had become “bored” with learning and reading God’s word.
