Beer Summit Reaches Heights of Folly
Steve Klein

    President Obama invited a policeman and a college professor to the White House this past Thursday (7/30/09) for a beer in hopes of easing tensions between the two men. It seems the white policeman was responding to a report of breaking and entering at the black professor’s address when he found the professor inside. The encounter was not pleasant. One Associated Press report described the incident as follows:
 

    “Henry Louis Gates Jr., a black professor at Harvard University, was arrested by Sgt. James Crowley, a white sergeant with the Cambridge, Mass., police department who was sent to investigate a possible burglary at Gates’ home. Although Crowley determined Gates was in his own home, he arrested Gates anyway after their encounter grew heated.” (AP, 7/30/09)

    Charges were later dropped, but Professor Gates has asserted that Officer Crowley’s actions were racially motivated. The Cambridge police department has said that their officer acted appropriately. President Obama added fuel to the fire when he commented that the police acted “stupidly” in arresting Gates. But he backtracked from the wording of that assessment, and hoped to smooth things over by sharing a beer with the two men on the White House lawn. The media labeled the meeting a “Beer Summit”.

    Personally, I’ve never known beer to solve a problem, although I’ve known it to create quite a few. I’ve known people who wrecked cars, killed others or killed themselves by taking the wheel after drinking beer. I’ve known young ladies who became pregnant, but couldn’t remember how or by whom, after drinking beer. I’ve seen fights started at college football games by young men who had been drinking beer. I’ve had adult men try to pick a fight with me after they had been drinking beer. I had two great uncles die from liver disease directly connected to their beer consumption. I’ve known many children (including my mother when she was a child) whose lives were made miserable by a beer-drinking dad. I’ve seen wives who lived in fear of their beer-drinking husbands. And I’ve known a lot of people who tried to solve their problems or forget their problems by drinking beer, but I’ve never known anyone who really did.

 

    But these are not even the main reasons that I am opposed to our President encouraging folks to solve their problems by having a beer together. It’s the wrong approach because God’s Book says so.

 

    • It is contrary to the expressed will of God. Leaders need clear heads to render justice. Proverbs 31:4-5 states, “It is not for kings to drink wine, nor for princes intoxicating drink; lest they drink and forget the law, and pervert the justice of all the afflicted.”
 

    • It diminishes problem solving skills and impairs judgment. The religious leaders of Old Testament Israel are prime examples. “But they also have erred through wine, and through intoxicating drink are out of the way; the priest and the prophet have erred through intoxicating drink. They are swallowed up by wine. They are out of the way through intoxicating drink; they err in vision, they stumble in judgment.” (Isa. 28:7)
 

    • It is a horrendous example for our youth. It is hard telling how many millions of young people saw the highly publicized photo of our President and Vice President, along with Professor Gates and Officer Crowley sitting at a table with their mugs of beer. What an image! How many young minds will conclude that having a beer is the adult way to solve problems? And how many sins and life-altering mistakes will occur as a result? Jesus said, “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the sea” (Matt. 18:6).

    I wish no ill for our President. He needs our prayers, as does the nation that he serves. May God help us all to see the utter folly of turning to alcohol to solve social or personal problems.
