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    II Samuel 10 is an interesting chapter. It begins with King David extending sympathy to the Ammonites at the death of their king, and ends in war between Israel, Ammon and Syria. How could this happen? It came about for a simple reason: assumption! When David sent his representatives to the king to extend his sympathy (v. 2), those in Ammon said, “Thinkest thou that David doth honor thy father, that he hath sent comforters unto thee? hath not David rather sent his servants unto thee, to search the city, and to spy it out, and to overthrow it?” (v. 3).
 

    What proof had they to make such a charge? The truth was David was wanting to extend sympathy, but those in Hanun’s court suggested otherwise. It seemed like they knew the truth, but in fact, they did not! They committed an act to shame the representatives of David (v. 4), and the result was that David went to war with these people (v. 7-19). What began as an act of good will resulted in war and death. Why was this? It is because the people assumed something that was not true! Their wrong conclusion resulted in wrong action, hurt feelings, embarrassment, and death! In fact, II Samuel 10 and the events recorded therein would not have existed had it not been for the assumptions of those men.
 

    The application to us is quite clear, I think. Let us begin by asking if we have been guilty of assuming things about others. If this is the case, then let us repent! It is evident in II Samuel 10 that assuming things about others is a dangerous practice. While we may not start a literal war; many fights, hurt feelings, misunderstandings, and the like have resulted from someone assuming things about someone else.
 

    Assumption stands in opposition to the will of God concerning love. The apostle Paul wrote that love “thinketh no evil” (I Cor. 13:5). Have we been around someone who said they “knew” why “brother x” acted or spoke in a certain way? They might have said, “Do you know why he did ______? I’ll tell you why he really  did it…..” This is making assumptions, tale-bearing, and in general just trying to hurt others. This ought never be (Jas. 3:10)! Yet, sadly it is a reality that men make assumptions concerning others when they never had the truth.
 

    It has rightly been said that many people get more exercise by jumping to conclusions than by digging for facts. Let us determine that we will treat one another as we want to be treated (Matt. 7:12). Let us determine to do all things in love (I Cor. 13:4-8; Col. 3:15). When we love one another as we ought, we will not assume the worst in others, but will expect the best. In so doing, we can save ourselves and others a lot of heartache, bad feelings, and could squelch wars among brethren whose harm lasts for years!
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